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Iptimizing Middle-Ear Prostheses
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chain and disrupt sound transmission once again.
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Figure 1: Model of cadaveric human middle ear

Malleus reconstructed from phase contrast images.

Figure 2: Incus from an individual operated on
with stapedectomy using a stainless steel wire
prosthesis. The metal loop has eroded the
cortex of the incus (arrows). Left inset shows
transparent incus with vessels. Two vessels
perforate the cortex (arrows). Right inset shows
a tomographic section of wire (arrow) with no
signs of vascular destruction or inflammation.
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